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The Grapevine 

We, at St. Matthew’s 
Reformed Church, have been 
blessed during this time of 
pandemic.  Although there have 
been members who contracted 
Covid-19, none have reported 
serious symptoms. Our attend-
ance has remained stable and 
participation in our services has 
been quite consistent.  We have 
much to be thankful for: our 
singers, the people running the 
sound system, the speakers we 
have had.  All have contributed 
greatly to the completion of our 
Sunday worship services.  

Information that is pertinent 
for each of us includes the fact 
that due to Covid there is not as 
much activity and work at the 
church. Therefore, Susan asked 
that her work week be cut by a 
day in both time and compensa-
tion.  She now works Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday from 
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  When 
restrictions are lifted and we 
have a minister, we’ll explore 
the option of getting back to the 
original schedule. 

Several years ago putting in 
new windows in the Sunday 
School area of the church was 

approved, but it never hap-
pened.  That project will be pro-
ceeding soon with replacement 
of the designated windows begin-
ning with the conference room.  

The water line has hit a snag 
with the contractor not being able 
to find and purchase the PVC 
pipe that the county contract 
specified. As soon as this  
material becomes available 
again, the project will move 
forward.  You will be kept   
informed of all progress. 

The FM transmitter is working 
well and people have used this 
opportunity each Sunday.  The 
reception area is good since it 
covers the entire parking lot and 
well beyond.  Remember the 
station to tune in to is 99.1 if for 
some reason you are not able to 
worship in person.  Dwayne 
Burke with Jericho Sound was 
our contact person in this   
endeavor. 

 In the near future we will be 
having a congregational meeting/
town hall meeting to hear and 
discuss the plans the Sanctuary 
Committee has for the comple-
tion of the sanctuary.  The com-
mittee recommends purchasing 
new pews, so the congregation 
will need to determine if that is 
the direction that fits the 

church.  If so, then what needs 
to happen to the old 
pews?  Will members want a 
pew for a donation?  Will the 
pews be sold to another 
church?  Will they be given to 
another church?  This will be a 
congregational decision. 

The pandemic has forced 
all churches to be creative in 
what it can do to continue its 
ministry.  Although we do not 
have a minister at this time, we 
are continuing our services and 
a scaled-back version of 
previous activities.  Ministers 
will come and go, but the con-
gregation keeps all facets of the 
church moving in the right 
direction.  Ultimately it is the 
people of the church who are 
charged with carrying out the 
missions and ministries. With 
that in mind, if there is anything 
anyone would like to do to help 
keep everything moving 
forward, please contact one of 
the church officers or a staff 
person and make them aware 
of your interest.  

Thanks to each of you for 
your faithfulness to St. 
Matthew’s and the God we all 
serve. 

Libby Herman 
Consistory President 

CONSISTORY 

CORNER 
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Continued on page 3 

paragraph three;   
Second by Gina Chandler; 
Motion Carried. 

 . 

Treasurer Faye Painter present-
ed the Financial Report. 

 Motion was made by Frank

Snider to approve the report;
Second by Ronnie Bumgarner;
Motion Carried.
Committee Reports

The BOCE will be providing 
Easter treat bags for the 
children of St. Matthew’s. The 
bags will be distributed Easter 
Sunday (April 4, 2021) after 
service. A total of 20 bags will 
be assembled using the 
non-perishable items (stickers, 
puzzles, etc.) purchased for last 
year’s Easter Egg Hunt that 
was cancelled because of 
COVID-19. There will be no 
additional cost. 

Bud Michael and the Cemetery 
Committee have done research 
on the head/foot stones in the 
graveyard. They have found 
several stones do not have 
death dates with dates going 
back to 1949.  The committee 
would like to use money from 
the cemetery fund to fix these 
stones. Wynecoff will be doing 
the project. The cost is $150.00 
per stone, they will do 4-5 at a 
time with a total cost of $900-
1000.  Consistory agreed by 
consensus. 

Old Business 
Inside Worship protocol is posted

-- signs were placed on doors 
upon request. 

Jericho Audio-Visual Report pre-
sented by Libby Herman. 

Each Consistory member was 
given a Call List of 5-6 names 
of congregation members to 
call in case of inclement weath-
er or other situation where the 
phone tree may not be able to 
be used.  

New Business 

St. Matthew’s Reformed 
Church 

Consistory Minutes 

March 14, 2021 

We Assemble in God’s Name 

Attendance: Libby Herman, 
Frank Snider, Matthew Hawn, 
Gina Chandler, Ruth Haynes 
Jan Rice, Susan Stewart, Chris 
Barger, Ronnie Bumgarner, 
Burl Shrum, Lora Rice and 
Faye Painter. Guest speakers 
(Walter Rice, Property Commit-
tee) and (Chris Carpenter, 
Chair of Sanctuary Committee) 

Walter Rice brought to our atten-
tion that an accident had 
occurred on church property 
resulting in the parsonage mail-
box being torn down.  The 
young man who committed the 
damage came to the Consistory 
meeting, apologized, gave a 
donation to the church youth 
fund, and agreed to help on 
property and/or cemetery work 
days at the church. He under-
stands his wrong and is sorry. 
His dad was with him at the 
meeting, and law enforcement 
has agreed to these terms. 

President Libby Herman called 
the meeting to order and had 
prayer. 

Chris Carpenter gave us an up-
date on the Sanctuary. The wall 
on the choir side of the Sanctu-
ary needs more cosmetic work 
than anticipated. The cost will 
increase by $1,000.00 more to 
repair the wall which will take 
two days. The Consistory 
decided to table this decision 
until our Congregational meet-
ing since the Consistory has 
already approved the budgeted 
amount for the sealing of the 
brick. 

* A motion was made by Jan Rice
to approve the minutes for
February with the correction
that Chris Carpenter name be
changed to Chris Barger in

A new WNCA Minister has been 
named:  Warren Cassidy 

Helms Security brought to our 
attention the updates that need-
ed to be done to the security 
system, and quoted a price of 
$6,750.00 to update the camera 
system to one that will allow 
identifications to be made and 
car tags to be read. This will 
include installation of a 24 
Channel NVR (Digital Video 
Recorder), 4TB Hard Drive, re-
place (16) 4MP cameras, and 
add (1) 4mp camera (wiring, 
installation) in the Sanctuary.  

* A motion was made by Gina
Chandler to have Frank Snider
get two more quotes from other
security companies before
making a decision to proceed
with this project and getting
congregational approval;

Second by Ronnie Bum-
garner;   Motion Carried. 

For Holy Week, several church 
members have worked to write 
and put together a devotional 
for each day of Holy Week that 
emphasizes significant events 
of Christ’s last week, including 
an at-home communion liturgy 
for Maundy Thursday. These 
devotionals and to-go commun-
ion cups and Coloring/activity 
pages will be distributed the 
Sunday before Easter.  

The Consistory would like to hold 
a Congregational Meeting on 
April 11 or 18  (after church as 
information to be discussed is 
finalized) to discuss the security 
and have the Sanctuary Com-
mittee inform the congregation 
of updates and ideas for the 
Sanctuary.  What is to be done 
with the pews will be decided 
by the congregation. 

Skynova gave a quote on Church 
windows (x18 double hung vinyl 
windows) and installation along 
with two boxes of aluminum 
trim for $4,970.00.  Several 
years ago the Consistory 
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Flower Sponsors are needed 
for the month of May.  

Also, please confirm or reserve 
dates you wish to have  

during the year.   Please call   
Lealta Smith (828) 428-8327 or 
email:  smithlea@charter.net.  

———  Thank you———  

Consistory Minutes-Cont’d from Page 2 

GRADUATES . . . 

If you are a graduate or have 
a child graduating from 

high 

school, and/or college and a 
church member, please contact a 
member of the Women’s   Fel-
lowship  or Hilda Shrum.   

Date will be announced soon for 
Graduate Recognition Day. 

  Please Pray For . . . 

Judy & Joel Campbell  

Emma Grace Minteer 

Lyda Hawn 

Melissa Woodring 

Joyce Bradshaw  

Arthur McGahan  

Ellen Roads 

Kristen Sipe 

Dwight Shrum  

Brandi Gilbert 

Greg Fulbright  

Adrian Lemmond 

Pastor Search Committee 

and Church Leadership 

Larry & Vicky Parker 

Sidney Wilson 

Frankie Goodson 

Homebound Members: 

Shirley Martin 

Lucille Shook 

Robert and Ann Bost 

Dot Mathis 

Joyce Bradshaw 

———————— 

Please contact Libby Herman 

or Lealta Smith to help keep 

the Prayer List up-to-date.  

Coloring 
project 

approved that the windows 
would be replaced in the up-
stairs Sunday School rooms 
because most are painted 
shut.  The Conference Room 
windows are in very poor condi-
tion.  

Ruth Haynes brought to our 
attention that Louise Shrum has 
made a quilt for which the 
Young and Heart Group would 
like to sell tickets in the near 
future for $1.00 per ticket. Their 
goal is to sell 1000 tickets with 
the ticket proceeds to go to the 
Sanctuary fund. Ruth will head 
this project and will give up-
dates on progress. 

Next meeting is April 11, 2021, at 
6:00 p.m. 

*Motion to adjourn made by
made by Jan Rice; Second by
Matthew Hawn;  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,
Lora Rice, Secretary
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Sunday Monday Tuesday 

2      Fifth Sunday after Easter   

10:00 AM Morning Worship - Fellowship Hall 

Message:   Buddy Funderburk

♥ M/M Tracy Hoke

♦ Kim Duncan

3 

♥ M/M Danny McRee
M/M Adrian Aruzza

♦ Dot Mathis
Amanda S. Trexler

4   

9     Festival of the Home 

Mother’s Day   

10:00 AM Morning Worship - Fellowship Hall 

Message:   Rev. Greg Richard

10 

♦ Jesse Armstrong

11 

♦ Damon Rice

16     Seventh Sunday after Easter   

10:00 AM Morning Worship - 

     Message:  

6:00 PM Consistory Meeting

♥ M/M Justin Herman

17 

♥ M/M Lonnie Duncan

18 

23     Pentecost Sunday   

10:00 AM Morning Worship - Fellowship Hall 

Message:  

♦ Misty Burgess

24 25   

♥ M/M Chris Carpenter

♦ Lucille Shook
Micah Hawn

30     Trinity Sunday   

10:00 AM Morning Worship - Fellowship Hall 

Message:  

♦ Dana Johnson

31  

♦ Melissa Ingle
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

 

♥  Wedding Anniversaries  

   ♦  Birthdays     

 1    

 

 

5    

 

6    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Dale Goodson 

7    

 

8    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦   Zoie Rice 
     Rachel Fitzpatrick 

12    

 

13  Ascension Day    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Genevieve Crouse 

15 

19    

 

20    

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

♥ M/M Ken Hawn 
 

♦  Jerry Minteer 

21    

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

♦  Wells Carpenter 

22   

 

 

 

 

 

♥ M/M Damon Rice 
    M/M Doug Miller 
 

♦  Vicky Parker 

26    

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Autumn Arruza 
    Chad Parker 

27    

 

28    

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥ M/M Allen Hooper 

29    

 

 

NOTES   
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MISSION 

To worship God, to provide training and support for discipleship growth, and to proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ through word and deed. 

VISION 
To strengthen our ministry to youth, to provide fellowship opportunities, to grow in membership, to deepen 
in faith, and to expand the church’s outreach to the community. 

VALUES  
Strive to love and serve God, to love one another and keep relationships healthy, and to welcome and 
befriend newcomers. 

Puzzle & Snack mix … Newsletter/Newsletter subscription 


