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Her funeral on February 13, 1837, 
was the first funeral conducted at 
the church.  The preacher, Rev. 
John Fritchey, stood on a sill to 
conduct the service. 

St. Matthew's was organized on 
May 3, 1837, following a sermon 
by the Reverend John Fritchey, 
pastor of the Lincoln Charge.  At 
that time fifty people expressed 
wishes to become members.  
John Carpenter, Jacob Ramsour, 
John Ramsour, and Daniel Finger 
were elected the first elders;     
David Bennick was elected clerk 
or secretary; and the Reverend 
John G. Fritchey became the first 
pastor of the church.  The church 
was enrolled in the Classis of 
North Carolina on May 10, 1837, 
with a charter membership of forty
-nine. 

On May 19, 1837, a three-day 
meeting commenced for the     
purpose of dedicating the church 
and ordaining the elders. The 
church was dedicated on May 21, 
1837, the last day of the meeting, 
with the Reverend J. H. Crawford 
preaching the dedicatory sermon.  
His text was I Kings 8:63, "So the 
King and all the children of Israel 
dedicated house of the Lord.”  
The Reverends John G. Fritchey 
and W. C. Rankin were also pre-
sent for the service. 

History is looked at for a      
number of reasons.  It teaches 
the values of a time period, 
what was on the hearts and 
minds of people, what the    
economics were, how progress 
came about, etc. of a certain 
time period.  In going back in 
time into St. Matthew’s Church’s 
history, much is learned of the 
ideals held by predecessors and 
the mutual respect among 
members, member and pastor, 
and for the larger organiza-
tion. The following passage 
gives a glimpse of all these   
elements from the time of the 
formation of the Church in 1837 
until about 1900. 

Plans for the organization of 
St. Matthew's began on May 23, 
1836, when the German        
Reformed citizens living in the 
neighborhood- north of           
Lincolnton met at the home of 
Mr. Michael Finger to consider 
the building of a meeting house.  
The group unanimously agreed 
to build on the road from           
Lincolnton to Island Ford (now 
Maiden) on land donated by 
John Ramsour.  On June 3, 
1836, John Ramsour, for a 

nominal consideration of fifty 
cents, deeded five acres of land 
to the church.  This land, given 
for the purpose of erecting a 
building for the worship of       
Almighty God, was near "Hallman 
School House" built in 1822, on 
land donated by Daniel Hallman.  
The log schoolhouse stood     
approximately 200 yards south of 
the present church building. John 
Ramsour also leased the spring 
to the church for 199 years.    
Later Daniel Finger purchased 
the spring and deeded it to the 
congregation. 

Again on June 4, 1836, the     
citizens met and contributed 
money for the erection of the 
building to be known as Saint 
Matthew's German Reformed 
Church.  The building committee 
met on July 23, 1836, at the 
home of Joseph Finger and draft-
ed the dimensions of the building 
which were to be forty feet long, 
thirty feet wide, and one-story 
high.  Construction of the building 
was advertised; and the contract 
was awarded to Mr. Joseph    
Finger, the lowest bidder, for the 
sum of $265.00 on August 13, 
1836.  The frame construction 
was painted white in 1837. 

The infant daughter of John 
and Mary Carpenter died, alt-
hough the church was unfinished.  Continued from page 6  
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Second by Bruce Wray 
Motion Carried 

 

Motion was made by Ruth 
Haynes to go ahead with 
John’s Pump to fix the plumb-
ing in the inside of the church. 

Second by Jan Rice 
Motion Carried 

 

Motion was made by Bruce 
Wray to accept the May 
minutes. 

Second by Jan Rice 
Motion Carried 

 

Motion was made by Ronnie 
Bumgarner to accept the June 
6, 2021 Congregation meeting 
minutes. 

Second by Gina Chandler 
Motion Carried 
 

Motion made by Ronnie Bum-
garner to accept the Financial 
report. 

Second by Frank Snider 
Motion carried 
 

Candace Carpenter updated us 
on the BOCE. The BOCE 
would like to have a family fun 
day on August 7, Saturday in-
stead of Vacation Bible School. 
The time will be 10:00-2:00. 
They would also like to start 
Sunday School classes for   
babies to elementary age and 
one adult class. Time will be 
9:00-9:45. And church will con-
tinue at 10:00, for the summer. 
We talked about purchasing 
bibles for the 1st graders. 

 

Reagan Crouse      Keever Hawn 
Wells Carpenter        Karlee Cook 

 

Motion was made by Gina 
Chandler to accept the commit-
tee reports. 

Second by Ruth Haynes 
Motion Carried 

 

Motion was made by Ruth 
Haynes to purchase a Lectern 
in memory of Steve Wilson. 
Money was donated by his  
family. 

 

Second Ronnie Bumgarner 
Motion Carried 
 

St. Matthew’s Reformed Church  
Consistory Minutes 

June 13, 2021 
 

We Assemble in God’s Name 
Attendance:  Libby Herman, 

Frank Snider, Ruth Haynes, 
Jan Rice, Ronnie Bumgarner, 
Bruce Wray, Gina Chandler, 
Lora Rice and Faye Painter 
(Treasurer) 

 

Guests: 
Chris Carpenter, Chair of Sanc-

tuary committee 
Linda Hawn, member of Sanctu-

ary committee  
Jean Funderburk, member of 

Sanctuary  
Candace Carpenter, Chair of  

water line committee and 
BOCE 

 

President Libby Herman called 
the meeting to order with   
prayer and devotion. 

 

Motion was made by Ronnie 
Bumgarner to add adjustments 
and approve the agenda. 

Second by Ruth Haynes 
Motion Carried 
 

Chris Carpenter gave us an up-
date on the Sanctuary 

 

Motion was made by Frank 
Snider for a silent auction for 
the old pews and a picture 
board will be placed with the 
new pews for people to view 
and make their choice if they 
would like to make a donation 
in honor or in memory of some-
one. If you purchase a pew, 
each name will be put on a 
plaque on the side of the pew 
for people to view. 

Second by Ronnie Bumgarner 
Motion Carried 
 

Waterline $ 62,540.76 
              - $ 44,264.63 
                $ 18,276.13  Left 
 

Sanctuary $ 187,611.40 
                -$ 165,420.89 
                 $   22,190.51 Left 
Motion was made by Frank 

Snider to accept both contracts 
as is and not to take them to a 
lawyer.  

 

New Business: 
 

Motion was made by Frank 
Snider to purchase t-shirts for 
the church softball team and to 
give half of the price to play in 
the league. McKendree will 
pay the other half since they 
are partnering with the Saints. 

Second by Ronnie Bumgarner 
Motion Carried 
 

Information of Sharing 
It was brought to the Consis-

tory’s attention that members 
would like to start sing-
ing hymns with the congrega-
tion. This will start June 20. 
The Carpenters have volun-
teered to pull the wagon out 
with the hymn books. It was 
also brought to our attention 
that they prefer full length   
bulletins.  
 

Motion made by Bruce Wray 
to adjourn. 

Second by Jan Rice 
Motion Carried 
 

Next meeting July 11, 2021 
 

Meeting adjourned with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Lora W. Rice Secretary 

Christian Ministry of  
Lincoln County  …  Needs 

 
 

The ministry needs at this time 
are laundry detergent and toilet  
paper.  These are items not   
covered by SNAP (food stamps) 
but items every household 
needs. 

 

Also, volunteers are needed to 
work in the clothing closet.  
Please call Woody Saunders at 
704-488-8824 if interested. 

 

A volunteer driver with CDL      
License is needed to drive a 
truck to pick up donations at local 
grocery stores.  This is done be-
tween 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.  For 
more information or to volunteer, 
please call 704-488-8824. 
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Altar Flowers . . . 
August 8th, 22nd, & 29th, and the 
month of September are avail-
able for flower sponsors.  To   
reserve a Sunday, please call 

Lealta Smith (828) 428-8327 or  
email:  smithlea@charter.net.   

 

———  Thank you———    

 

William Campbell  
Memorial Service 

 

August 29, 2021 - 3:00 p.m. 
 

Mt. Zion UCC,  
1415 Main Street,  

China Grove, NC 28023  

Our New Church Pews  

Thinking about our planned new 

curved church pews set me to 

wondering recently.  What were 

our first pews like and for that 

matter, where’d they come from?  

Were they bought?  Was there 

even a place to buy church pews 

back then? And how would they 

ever be delivered? There were no 

railroads across North Carolina in 

1830s. Joseph Finger agreed to 

build a meeting house complete 

with roof, doors, floor, and a few 

windows for $265 in August of 

1836.  (He hadn’t included a   

ceiling!)  I’d imagine that was a 

good bit of money 185 years ago.  

Enough to build a meeting house, 

but probably not sufficient to    

furnish it.   

A hint comes from the venerable 

pews in our original arbor.  

Somebody back then knew how 

to build really durable row seat-

ing.  My guess is Joe Finger and 

James Summerow might have 

built the pews for our first church.  

I’d think the members chipped in 

to pay for the lumber. And the 

nails.  Just like we do today in the 

arbor, congregants brought their 

own seat cushioning to place on 

the pews.  (Remember, church 

lasted all day in the 19th century.) 

Our new pews will be the fourth 

seating set. The original pews 

made it into the new brick church 

in 1908. T. Dodd Finger, L. A 

Carpenter, and David P. Null 

were chatting out by the road one 

day in late Spring of 1911—the 

weather, lack of rain, crops, price 

of hay when the subject of replac-

ing the pews came up. Dodd 

acknowledged the 75-year-old 

benches were pretty much done 

for and suggested asking mem-

bers to help supply new ones. 

Each family could buy their own. 

Maybe.  “That’s been brought up 

already. Nothin’ came of it”, one 

of the others recounted.  “That 

was then, said Dodd. “I’ll bring 

it up to the consistory.”  Mr. Fin-

ger knew the mood of the con-

gregation.  Before the end of 

the year, the new pews were in 

place. 

The 1911 pews lasted 62 

years.  New pews were includ-

ed in the massive 1973 renova-

tion of the sanctuary.  Now, it’s 

our turn.  Our “new” sanctuary 

will be      impressive with refin-

ished floors, doors, and many 

other details.  And for the first 

time, curved pews in the front 

section. 

By the way, ever wonder where 
the word “pews” comes from?  
Way, way back. Way back, the 
people who attended church 
were called “pews”.  They stood 
during the services. When row 
seating was added, the bench-
es were called, you guessed it  
-  “pews”.   
      -Bud Michael 

 
 

John’s River Valley Camp  
Sept. 7 - 12, 2021 

 

CAMP  RATES FOR 2021 
 

 Main Site:   per person/night 
 Ages 13 years+:  $ 16.00 
 Ages  4 to 12:       $ 13.00 
 Age 3 and under:    Free 

  Individual day rate:   $  1.25 
 

Boger Site: $ 85.00/room/night  
(Shuford and Black Living units) 

 

 Sign-up Sheets will be avail-
able next Sunday, August 8th for 
the Main Site and the two    
Lodging Units.   

 
 

More information next issue! 

BIBLE QUIZ …  
 

Which of the following is an     
accurate husband-wife match 
from Scripture?  
 

 A.  Abram and Ruth  
B.  Boaz and Ruth  
C.  Hosea and Ruth  
D.  Ananias and Ruth 

 

Answer:  See Ruth 4:13 

 
 

“Strive not to be a success, 
but rather to be of value. “ 

 

–Albert Einstein 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday 

 ♥  Wedding Anniversaries               ♦  Birthdays     

 1        Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
   Speaker:  Buddy Funderburk 
 Noon Schrum/Shrum Family Reunion 

2   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥  M/M Rick Hartzoge 

3   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Callen Brett Hawn 

 8       Eleventh Sunday  after  Pentecost 

 
 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
   Speaker:  Greg Richard 
 
 
 6:00 p.m. Consistory Meeting  
 

      ♦  Vada Rice 

9   

 

10   

 

15      Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
   Speaker:  Weston Henderson 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

    ♦  Annette Barkley 

16   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Judy Hooper 

17   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Robin Shrum 

22     Thirteenth   Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
   Speaker:  Greg Richard 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      ♦  Jason Specht 

23   

 

24   

 

29   Fourteenth Sunday after  Pentecost 

 
 9:00 a.m. Sunday School 
 10:00 a.m. Morning Worship 
   Speaker:  Greg Richard 
 

 3:00 p.m. Rev. Wm. Campbell Memorial Service 
   Mt. Zion UCC, China Grove, NC 
 

 3:00 p.m. “Cool Event” held at Salem Church, Startown Rd. 
        (Please see page 6 for more information) 
 
 
 

     ♦  Faith Herman, Susan Stewart 

30   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

♦  Buddy Whitener 

31   
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Vacation Bible School 2021   …  VBS will be a Family Fun Day for ALL ages! VBS will be held on     
Saturday, August 7th   from 3 - 7 pm.  There will be a meal served as well as fun "carnival-style" activities 
and group games to help us celebrate the ability to come together and fellowship as a Church Family and 
community.   We hope to see you all there!       

Please feel free to bring individually wrapped desserts or cookies. 

4   

 

5   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♥  M/M Johnnie Stiles 

♦  LaDonna Goodson 

6   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7   

 

3:00 to 7 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 

Church Family Fun 
“carnival style” 

11   

 

12   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

♥  M/M Matthew Hawn 

 

13   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Twyla Price 

14   

 

18   

 

19   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Tyler Fitzpatrick 
     Pam Baucom 

20   

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Burl Shrum, Lisa Akins 

21   

 

25   

 

26   

 

27   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Andrew Stiles 

28   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

♦  Karen Painter 

 
 

“I’ve learned that   
people will forget  

what you said, people 
will forget what you 
did, but people will 
never forget how    

you made them feel.”  
 

–Maya Angelou 
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Continued from page 1 young men for the ministry was 
meeting at the tent owned by 
John Coulter.  Mr. W. L. 
McCorkle, later known as the 
Honorable Judge McCorkle,   
proposed that steps be taken to 
establish an institute of higher 
learning in our midst.  Shortly af-
ter this meeting, this institution 
known as Catawba College 
opened at Newton, North        
Carolina.  Catawba College was 
chartered by the state legislature 
in 1852.  The college operated in 
Newton until the early 1920's, 
when it closed.  In 1925, it       
reopened in Salisbury, North 
Carolina. 

Perhaps in this reflection, famil-
iar names were read, or some 
new item of interest was learn-
ed.  The next newsletter will pick 
up where this article leaves off 
and tell more of  the St.          
Matthew’s story. 

 
 

MISSION 
 

To worship God, to provide training and support for discipleship growth, and to proclaim the Gospel of  
Jesus Christ through word and deed. 

 

VISION 
To strengthen our ministry to youth, to provide fellowship opportunities, to grow in membership, to deepen 
in faith, and to expand the church’s outreach to the community. 

 

VALUES  
Strive to love and serve God, to love one another and keep relationships healthy, and to welcome and  
befriend newcomers. 

The following family names are 
shown on the early church       
records; Bolick, Bennick, Boyd, 
Carpenter, Crooks, Finger,   
Goodson, Hallman, Icherd,     
Murphy, Ramsaur, Ramsour, 
Rudisill, Saunders, Shrum, and            
Summerow. 

According to a resolution from 
an old minute’s book dated June 
24, 1837, St. Matthew’s made 
provisions for the colored people.  
The resolution is as follows:  

"Resolved that the colored 
people occupy the two back 
seats at the end of the 
house, one on each side of 
the entrance, as often and as 
long as the Consistory may 
think  proper."  

Provisions were made for them 
in the sanctuary and for camp 
meetings. They were admitted to 
membership; however, the num-
ber of those who joined is un-
known. 

The first class of catechumens 
were confirmed on June 3, 1838.  
Among those confirmed were Levi 
Shrum, John Shrum, Levi       
Carpenter, and William P.     
Reinhardt. 

On September 9, 1838, John 
Ramsaur conveyed twenty-five 
acres of land to the trustees of the 
church for a graveyard and a 
camp meeting ground.  The camp 
meeting which began on August 
15, 1839, and was held annually 
for about thirty-five years was an 
institution of great interest and 
benefit for the community. In 

1840, the Classics of North     
Carolina passed the following  
resolution:  

 "That a camp meeting shall 
be held at St. Matthew's 
Church, commencing on   Fri-
day previous to the third     
Sabbath in August next, and 
it shall the duty of all ministe-
rial brethren to attend said 
meetings."   

The churches in this section 
closed their doors on this Sunday 
and the members attended the 
camp meeting services.  Services 
were held under a brush arbor 
until 1845, when a more substan-
tial arbor of wood was construct-
ed.  The architects of this magnif-
icent arbor were Henry Whitener, 
James Summerow, and Joseph 
Finger.  Joseph Finger did the 
construction.  Since its construc-
tion, this structure has been used 
on a continuous basis for special 
services and Homecoming       
services.   

The following families were 
known to have tents near the  
arbor: Harrison Wilson, Jacob 
Ramsaur, Max Warlick, David 
Ramsaur, Pinkney Reinhardt, 
Adolphus Bost, Elkanah Hart-
zoge, Jacob Summerow, James 
Summerow, George Ramsaur, 
Milton Campbell,    Hiram Forney, 
Henry Shrum, Solomon Rudisill, 
John Coulter, Daniel Ramsaur, 
John Carpenter, Franklin Carpen-
ter, David Crooks, Mrs. Howard,  
Henry Ramsaur, and Franklin 
Reinhardt. 

During the meeting of 1849, the 
Loretz Beneficiary Society which 
assisted in the education of 

Salem Lutheran & United 
Church of Christ, 3410 Startown 
Rd., Lincolnton is sponsoring a 
“Cool Event” Ice Cream Pottery 
Bowl Fundraiser.  All proceeds go 
to support the soup kitchen!  The 
cost is $15.00; this includes a pot-
tery bowl and as much home-
made ice cream as you want! 

August 29, 2021 
3:00 p.m. 


